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Reading the Bible as (More Progressive) Lutherans 
 
 

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America accepts the Bible as the ___inspired___ 
word of God and the authoritative ___source___and___norm_____of  
its proclamation, faith, and life.  
 
We believe that God’s word comes to us in three main ways: 
 
1) written word—Bible 
 
2) proclaimed word—sermon and other words shared by Christians 
 
3) incarnate word—Jesus Christ (in the flesh) 
 
 
The Word of God is an active, dynamic force that never returns void but accomplishes that for 
which it is sent (Isa.55:11). The Word of God does things: it cleanses, it heals, it creates,  
it judges, it saves. 
 
The Bible does for us and to us what God wants to do.  
 
 
When we say the Bible is the Word, we are saying that the Bible is a book that reveals 
__Jesus__  __Christ___ to us.  
Not just the gospels and the New Testament reveal Jesus, but the whole Bible reveals Jesus to 
us.  
 
Martin Luther said that the Bible is like the _manger_that holds the Christ Child. People knelt 
before the manger to worship, not the manger itself, but the Christ Child. In the same way, we 
don’t worship the Bible, but the Christ found in the Bible. 
 
What this means is that the Bible is only a __means to an end__, never an end in itself.  
 
An important part of heritage as Lutherans is that Martin Lutheran risked his life translating 
the Bible into the common language of the people 
 
Lutherans believe the Bible is important, but we don’t read the Bible nearly enough. 
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Looking Ahead to Session Two 
 
Get familiar with the website enterthebible.org from Lutheran Seminary 
 
Ten Key Themes of the Bible (1-5) 
 
 
1. God has a plan to bless and save the world. 
 Luke 4:14-44 
 
 
2. God invites us to be part of his plan— 
 Genesis 1:26-31 
 Genesis 11:27-12:9 
 
 
3. God’s plan gets messed up by human sin...yet God keeps calling us back to him. 
 Genesis 3 
 Hosea 11 
 
 
4. God’s plan is carried out by ordinary people like us...and sometimes in spite of us. 
 Exodus 1-3 
 1 Samuel 8 
 Isaiah 1:1-2:5 
 
 
5. God shows his love for the world most clearly in Jesus. 
 Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 2 Corinthians 5:11-21 
 Romans 5:1-11 
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