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3 LENT AND EASTER 6-7 CHILDREN & YOUTH

Lenten Journey at Zumbro 
The Lenten and Easter season is upon us and 
we are excited to offer two worship services on 
Wednesdays in Lent--12 Noon and 6:15pm--with 
two meals--lunch following 12 Noon worship, 
and evening meals beginning at 5pm before 
6:15pm worship. 

Ash Wednesday, February 22, 2023 
• 12 Noon Worship (in-person only) with soup 

meal after.
• 6:15pm Worship (in-person and  

livestreamed) with pulled pork meal 
provided by the Scouts from 5pm-6:15pm.

• Communion and Imposition of Ashes at  
12 Noon and 6:15pm.

• Children of the Earth Ash Wednesday 
liturgy by Richard 
Bruxvoort-
Colligan.

Wednesday Worship in Lent
March 1, 8, 15, 22, and 29 
• 12 Noon Worship (in-person only) with soup 

meal after.
• 6:15pm Worship (in-person and 

livestreamed) with 
meal from  
5pm-6:15pm.

• Communion at  
12 Noon and 6:15pm.

• Hidden with Christ 
Lenten liturgy by 
Richard Bruxvoort-
Colligan.

Lent is observed in a variety of ways 
among a wide range of traditions. Often, 
Lent is a time of sacrifice and doing 
without in remembrance of Jesus’ 40 days 
in the wilderness. Lent can be a time of 
preparation for Easter. And yet, Lent can 
also be experienced as a journey, a journey 
towards the cross.

This year, as we journey towards Easter, 
we will engage in the concept of journey 
by traveling with, journeying with Ruth as 
found in the Book of Ruth in scripture.

Journey with Ruth
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As you likely already 
know, the Annual 
Congregational meeting 
occurred on February 
5, 2023. THANK YOU to 
everyone who shared 
so much of themselves 
to serve the Gospel and 
Zumbro Lutheran Church 
in 2022. Also, THANK 
YOU to everyone who 
said ‘yes’ to serving in 

2023! As was indicated at the meeting, we 
certainly have some challenges before us, 
but we are well positioned to meet those 
challenges! 

I had mentioned in my first State of the 
Church address here at Zumbro that many 
organizations meet the challenges of the future 
by doing things better. The analogy I used 
was video games. No surprise, right!? First 
there was Pong, a simple dot bouncing back 
and forth across a screen with only a black 
background and large white pixels for graphics. 
Then there was the Atari 2600, better graphics, 
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better sound, better choice of games. Then, 
the Nintendo…again better graphics, better 
sound. Then Sega Genesis, Play Station, and 
Xbox, each increasingly better at graphics, 
sound, and speed. That was the name of 
the game…better, better, better. Then came 
something that outsold everything else on the 
market…and it wasn’t better at anything. It was, 
however, different.

I think it is time for us to start thinking 
differently. Yes, excellence and doing things 
very well is a value of ours and that shouldn’t 
go away. However, as we face the challenges of 
being church tomorrow, I encourage us to think 
differently about…well, about everything. Yep…
there are challenges. But I believe we can meet 
those challenges and continue to serve the 
Gospel into God’s future. 

THANK YOU ALL for what you do at and 
through Zumbro Lutheran Church on behalf of 
the Love of God! NONE OF IT happens without 
YOU!!!

Peace, Pastor Rob

Teresa McCormack

2023 Zumbro Church Council
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If you can assist with serving Wednesday evening meals, sign up on the purple sheet in the 
Gathering Place or email karimaciver@zumbrolutheran.org. If you can assist with Wednesday 
soup lunches and bring two dozen cookies/bars, sign up on the pink sheet in the Gathering 
Place or email Dorothea Fritz at fritz@q.com or Jean Streyle at robertstreyle@aol.com.

Holy Week and Easter
• Palm Sunday Worship, April 2  

8:30am traditional; 10:30am band led. 
Livestreamed and in-person. Easter Egg Hunt 
between services.

• Wednesday, April 5: No worship; No programs
• Maundy Thursday Worship, April 6  

7pm band led. Livestreamed and in-person.
• Good Friday Worship, April 7 

7pm traditional. Livestreamed and in-person.
• Easter Worship, April 9 

8am, 9:30am, and 11am--all traditional. 
All in-person; 9:30am also livestreamed.

Lent-in-a-Bag Available Ash Wednesday, February 22
Journey together through the 2023 Lenten season with the resources in this year's 
Lent-in-a-Bag! Family devotions focused on faith practices, a special devotional path through 
Holy Week, and more are included. Available for pick up at the sanctuary entrance beginning 
Ash Wednesday, February 22. 
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Lenten Mission Projects Focus on 
The Journey of Service
Support Border Servant Corps
Border Servant Corps, an ELCA mission 
partner in Las Cruces, New Mexico,  
accompanies families seeking asylum on 
both sides of the U.S./Mexico border. They 
promote and demonstrate justice, kindness, 
and humility through the intentional 
exploration of community, simplicity, social 
justice, and spirituality in the U.S./Mexico border region. Zumbro's mission to 
support Border Servant Corps this Lenten season will be two-fold:

• We invite everyone to write letters of encouragement to children at the 
border seeking asylum. Letter writing will take place every Wednesday during 
the evening meal between 5-6:15pm, and every Sunday from 9:35-10:30am 
between services in the Gathering Place. 

• Lent-in-a-Bag will include a bottle that can be filled with change collected 
throughout the Lenten season and donated to Border Servant Corps. The 
change-filled bottles will be collected in church during Holy Week.  M
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We encourage you, your family, friends, or 
small group to find a way to practice service 
this Lent. Here are some great options: Choose 
one, or do them all!
1. Support 

refugees in MN. 
Pack Welcome 
Kits for Kids 
and deliver 
to Catholic Charities in Rochester. Kit can 
include (in an XL Ziploc bag): 2 solid color 
folders; 1 or 2 one subject notebooks; sketch 
book; educational coloring book; Play-
doh; bubbles; watercolors; classic markers; 
colored pencils; crayons, 1 or 2 glue sticks; 1 
kid scissors. 

2. Collect 
feminine care 
products for 
the LSS Youth 
Resource 
Center.

3. Contact the LSS Youth Resource Center at 
(507) 316-8273 and volunteer to provide a 
meal.

4. Make freezer meals that can be dropped off 
at the LSS Youth Resource Center.

5. Adopt the Zumbro Mini Pantry for a week 
and keep it stocked. Sign up on Zumbro 
website.

6. Contact Samaritan 
Bethany at  
(507) 289-4031 and 
volunteer to play games 
or do an art project with 
residents.

7. Volunteer to serve with 
Open Table. Sign up on the Zumbro website.  

8. Organize a food drive for Open Table--fruit 
cups, granola bars, canned black and pinto 
beans, canned corn, white rice, and salsa.

9. Participate in the ZWELCA Action Project 
for March: Donate 
items to Families First 
of Minnesota Crisis 
Nursery--diapers, wipes, 
baby food, and formula; 
or donate items to 
Open Table or the 
Zumbro Mini Pantry.  

Choose Your Own Lenten Service Journey
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Kids+ Ring & Sing Hosanna for Lent
Kids 5+ are invited to join 
Kristy and Janette for a 
musical journey through 
Lent of singing and ringing 
handchimes and bells 
beginning Monday, Feb. 27 
through Monday, March 27. 
Meet from 5:30-6:15pm each 
week in the sanctuary and be 
a part of 8:30am worship on 
Sundays, March 19 and Palm 
Sunday, April 2. Parents are 
welcome, too! Sign up in Planning Center or at zumbrolutheran.org.

M
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Mark Your Calendar: 4 Spring Concerts
St. Olaf Handbell Choir (Northfield, MN) at 
Zumbro Sunday, March 5 at 3pm

• Under the direction of Jill Mahr.
• Featuring a bell quartet, lumatone, 

vocalists, and the Zumbro Bel Canto 
Handbell Choir.

• Free will offering received.

Augustana Choir (Rock Island, IL) at Zumbro 
Thursday, March 30 at 7pm

• Under the direction of Dr. Jon Hurty.
• Featuring a 52-voice choir which will sing a diverse 

selection of traditional and contemporary choral works. 
• Free will offering received. 

Hymn Festival and Organ Re-dedication at Zumbro 
Sunday, April 23 at 4pm

• National Lutheran Choir Director and Mount Olive 
Lutheran Church Cantor and Organist (Minneapolis), 
David Cherwien, will lead a hymn festival with the 
Zumbro Lutheran Choir. The organ will be re-dedicated 
following the 11-month renovation project, which began 
in April 2022. 

• Free will offering received. 

Spring Year-End Concert featuring Handbells, 
Woodwinds, and Brass at Zumbro Sunday, May 14 
at 2pm

• SUPER FUN year-end gathering of Zumbro’s amazing 
bell ringers, woodwinds, brass, and backup rock band! 

• Great way to spend Mother’s Day!
• Free will offering received. 
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At Zumbro all are welcome to join in the Lord's supper, including children 
of all ages. Maybe your child is curious and has expressed interest in taking 
communion in worship. If so, we have communion classes based on age!

Pre-K-3rd Graders--Sunday, March 12, 11:40am
• Join us for a mac and cheese lunch in the Kairos Room, followed by a fun, 

interactive class all about communion. This class is for younger children and 
their parents to learn more about what Holy Communion is all about...why we 
do it, what it means, and why it's so important to so many people. Whether 
your child is already taking communion, or is curious and seems ready...this is 
a great class for your family. 

4th-6th Graders--Wednesday, March 15, 
7-8:30pm or Friday, March 17, 6:30-8pm
• If your 4th, 5th, or 6th grader has not attended 

the Holy Communion Milestone class previously, 
now is a great time to attend. Class is interactive 
and fun. It is designed for kids and their parents 
to explore the sacrament of communion and 
learn more about the meaning and significance 
in our lives of faith. Register for Wednesday or 
Friday. 

Both groups will commune and receive a blessing in worship on 
Sunday, March 19 at 10:30am, or Wednesday, March 22 at 6:15pm.

Easter Egg Hunts!
The annual Zumbro 
Easter Egg Hunt 
will take place 
on Wednesday, 
March 29 during 
Club Z at 7:15pm 
and Palm Sunday, 
April 2 during Faith 
Formation at 9:35am. 
Bring one dozen 
filled eggs for each 
child participating. 
All are welcome! 

Potluck & Play Sunday, Feb. 26
Families with young kids will gather together 
for a meal in the Kairos Room on Sunday, 
Feb. 26 from 5-7pm. Following the meal, the 
children will play in the nursery and gym 
with ZLC Nursery staff, while parents have 
some adult conversation! Hope to make this a 
monthly event. Sign up in Planning Center or at 
zumbrolutheran.org. 

SAVE THE DATE!
May 3: Last Day of Club Z & Confirmation

May 7: Confirmation Sunday 10:30am

 Last Day of Faith Formation

May 21: High School Graduation 

 Celebration 10:30am

June 25-July 1 High School Mission Trip,

 Washington, D.C.

June 26-29: Art Camp

July 17-21: Vacation Bible School 

      9am-12 noon

July 17-20: Vacation Bible School              

 Plus+ 12 noon-3pm

July 30-August 4: Middle School Mission  

 Trip, Milwaukee, WI
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#5: You love God and 
neighbor well! I have 
LOVED serving in mission 
with you. From rolling 
burritos, to serving 
meals to Luther College 
students, to traveling on 
awesome service trips 
with youth--it has been so 
fabulous and each time I 
encountered Jesus in you 
and in those we served.

#4: The joy of being part of the little things! 
Getting high fives from preschoolers taking 
a bathroom trip during worship. Hearing ALL 
the HOCO (Homecoming) drama and getting 
pictures from parents. Knowing how our high 
school kiddos take their coffee (or don’t). 
Praying for sporting events, auditions, tests, 
and friend struggles. Watching our kids serve 
communion and usher. Each little thing was 
a seed of faith planted in me (and hopefully 
in them, too). #3: Amazing colleagues. I 
am grateful to call the people I got to work 
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Spring is just around the 
corner! Support the 2023 
Summer Youth Mission 
Trips by buying plants from 
Gertens. Order online between 
February 22 and April 1, or on 
Sunday morning, March 19 or 
Wednesday evening, March 22. 
Plants will be delivered mid-
May. Youth receive 30% of all 
plant sales! Watch for online 
ordering links coming soon. 

Gertens Plant Sales for Mission Trips

Invest in Youth Stock for Mission Trips
Invest in our youth by donating to 
the annual Youth Stock fundraiser. A 
share costs $20. (You buy as many as 
you would like!) Stocks will be sold on 
Sunday mornings, April 2 and 16, and 
through our online giving in Planning 
Center and on the website. (Choose 
youth stock on the drop down.) Stock 
funds support scholarships for youth, 
the cost of adult leaders, and help 
make the mission trips affordable.

Jen Gruendler's 5 Favorite Things About Zumbro
beside, friends. They’re funny, faithful, kind, 
and humble. #2: Serving during the season 
of COVID. We innovated. We pivoted. 
We gardened. We Zoomed and tailgated. 
Y’all cared for patients and students and 
colleagues at work and still had time to care 
for us. You wore masks (and didn’t throw a 
big fit). We made space for nursing students. 
We gathered all over town. It was so beautiful 
to see the Church work. I will never forget 
the faith and love you shared. #1: The People. 
This congregation (you all) are so faithful. So 
generous. So kind. So hardworking. So bright 
and are such great leaders here and out in 
the world. I am better and know Jesus better 
because I have been with you. Thank you, 
Zumbro, for living out your mission. God bless 
you. I cannot wait to watch (from afar) the 
places God will lead you next. 
Love you much, Zumbro,
Jen
Thank you, Jen, for four great years as ZLC's 
Youth and Young Adult Minister! We will miss you!
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Zumbro Staff Rob Zahn
Directing Pastor
pastorrob@zumbrolutheran.org

Shelley Cunningham
Pastor
pastorshelley@zumbrolutheran.org

Tim Rotman
Pastor
pastortim@zumbrolutheran.org

William Deng
Dinka Lay Evangelist

Kristy Giere
Music Minister
kristygiere@zumbrolutheran.org

Janette Davis
Children and Family Minister
janettereeves@zumbrolutheran.org  

Bob Giere
Director of Zumbro Lutheran Choir
Director of Sunday and Wednesday 
Worship Band   
bobgiere@gmail.com

Jen Gruendler
Youth and Young Adult Minister 
jennifergruendler@zumbrolutheran.org
Tracy Schar
Director of Operations
tracyschar@zumbrolutheran.org
Sarah Lichty
Director of Mission
sarahlichty@zumbrolutheran.org

Kari MacIver
Office Manager
karimaciver@zumbrolutheran.org
Julie Knowlton
Communications Director 
julieknowlton@zumbrolutheran.org

Glenna Kalahar
Receptionist
receptionist@zumbrolutheran.org

Jeremy Stortz
Director of Worship Technology
Evening Facilities Manager
jeremystortz@zumbrolutheran.org

Ralph Schornack
Music Assistant

Jesse Grant
Maintenance Lead 


